We are all now aware that the population of the world is increasing and at the same time the spectrum of illness is changing. Although many of the traditional threats to health from infectious illness remain, there is a growing burden of chronic disease even in the developing countries. In future these chronic diseases will require multidisciplinary, long-term management strategies that reduce the physical impact on the individual as well as the social or economic burden on the community. Diseases of the respiratory system such as asthma, COPD and chronic respiratory failure will make a substantial contribution to this global burden. There is now appropriate recognition that advances in scientific discovery may not yet prevent or reverse the underlying defects to result in a cure for many chronic diseases. Future management of chronic respiratory disease will require an understanding that even though cure is not imminent the benefits of translational or health services research can be incorporated into effective management programmes. As the therapeutic focus moves towards team-based care it will be necessary for all health professionals to be aware of, or participate in, clinical research. We hope that Chronic Respiratory Disease can make a contribution in this area.
There are, of course, a number of excellent journals that support the publication of respiratory science. These include the American Journal of Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine, Thorax, the European Respiratory Journal and Chest, amongst others. We do not seek to compete directly with these titles. However, we do believe that there is a need for a complementary journal to cater specifically for clinical research that can be implemented immediately and also appeal to all disciplines of health care professional. The format and editorial management of the journal will contain international opinion and reflect the multidisciplinary nature of modern treatment. This does not mean that the expected standard of published articles will be reduced. The existing journals have rigorous standards and peer review mechanisms to ensure quality. Similar principles will also apply to Chronic Respiratory Disease.
What can you expect to see in the new journal? We will publish relevant original submissions as described in the instructions to authors (http://www. CRDjournal.com). There will in addition be commissioned features, individual reviews and linked articles. Several intended review series will continue specific themes into the future. Traditional editorials, book reviews and correspondence will be included but there will be an emphasis on subjects where there is topical interest. The journal will also strongly encourage debate and opinion. This first issue is an illustration of the proposed style and content. The journal already has some good quality original submissions and an excellent commissioned review on the measurement of dyspnoea. We also begin two review series: one on the ageing lung and one on ethical issues surrounding lung disease. The first of several contemporary debates on controversial subjects also appears in the first issue beginning with the preferred mode of physical training in pulmonary rehabilitation. Future issues are already being planned and will contain further review series on subjects including the organization of care for people on long term ventilation, the psychology of chronic lung disease, the practical management of cystic fibrosis, patient education and respiratory physiotherapy.
We believe that Chronic Respiratory Disease will serve a growing need for impartial publication in this area. We also hope that it will stimulate clinical research and subsequently improve the quality of care for an increasing number of people afflicted with chronic illness. In return we look forward to receiving high quality submissions from the research community to complete the process and provide a platform for clinical development. We believe that with your support these are worthy and achievable ambitions. 
